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Resourceswill monitorthis processto
assureadherenceto applicablerules
andregulations.

(e) Thoserated“Highly Qualified”
mayberequiredto obtaina ClassI or
ClassII physical.Only medically
qualifiedapplicantswill bereferredfor
final evaluationandpossibleinterview
andseledion.Thosewho arenot
medicallyqualifiedwill besoinformed
andwill notbeeligible for further
consideration.

§ 1214.1103 ApplIcation cutoffdate.
(a) TheJSC Director,or designee,is

responsiblefor identifying theneedfor
additionalastronautcandidatesandfor
obtainingnecessaryapprovalto make
selections.

(b) Oncesuchapprovalhasbeen
obtained,the JSCDirectorwill establish
a cutoffdatefor theacceptanceof
applications.Applicationsreceivedafter
thedateof therequestwill be
maintainedandprocessedfor the next
selection.The cutoffdatewill normally
occurevery2 yearson or aboutJuly1.

§ 1214.1104 Evaluation and rankingof
highly qualifiedcandidates.

(a) TheJSCDirectorwill appointa
selectionboardconsistingof discipline
expertsandsuchotherpersonsas
appropriateto furtherevaluateandrank
the “Highly Qualified” applicants.

(b) Effortswill bemadetoassurethat
minoritiesand femalesare includedon
this board.

(c) The“Highly Qualified”applicants
who aredeterminedto bethe“Best
Qualified” will beinvitedto theJohnson
SpaceCenterfor aninterview,
orientation,anddetailedmedical
evaluation.

(d) Backgroundinvestigationswill
normallybeinitiated on those
applicantsrated“Best Qualified.”

§ 1214.1105 Final ranking.
Finalrankingswill bebasedon a

combinationof theselectionboard’s
initial evaluationsandthe resultsofthe
interviewprocess.Veteran’spreference
will be includedin this final rankingin
accordancewith applicableregulations.

§ 1214.1106 SelectIon of astronaut
candidates.

Theselectionboardwill recommend
to theJSCDirectorits selectionof
candidatesfrom amongthosefinalists
who aremedicallyqualified.The
numberandnamesof candidates
selectedtobe addedto thecorpswill be
approved,as required,by JSC/NASA
managementand theAssociate
Administratorfor SpaceFlight, prior to
notifyingthe individualsor thepublic.

§ 1214.1107 NotificatIon.
Selecteesand theappropriatemilitary

serviceswill be notified andthe public
informed.All unsuccessfulqualified
applicantswill benotified of
nonselectionandgiven theopportunity
to updatetheir applicationsandindicate
theirdesireto receiveconsiderationfor
future selections.

Dated:August31. 1989.
RichardH.Truly,
Administrator.
[FR Doc. 89—21515Filed 9—13-89;8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OFThE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

50 CFR Part 17

EndangeredandThreatened Wildlife
and Plants;Debatingof Astragalus
Perianus(Rydberg Milk-Vetch)

AGENCY: Fishand Wildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: TheFishandWildlife Service
(Service)removesAstragalusper]anus
(Rydbergmilk-vetch)from theList of
EndangeredandThreatenedPlants.This
actionis basedon a reviewof all
availabledata,whichindicatethe
speciesisnotthreatened.Whenthe
specieswasfederallylistedin 1978 it
wasknownonly from the type location
inBullion Canyon.Piute County,Utah,
andonepopulationontopof Mt. Dutton,
GarfieldCounty,Utah.Extensivestudies
havebeenconductedfor thelast9 years
resultingin thediscoveryof 11
additionalpopulationsandcurrent
estimatesof well over~oo,oooplants.
EFFECTIVEDATE: October16, 1989.
ADDRESSES: The completefile for this
ruleis availablefor inspection,by
appointment,duringnormalbusiness
hoursat theFishandWildlife
EnhancementOffice, U.S. Fishand
Wildlife Service,1745 West1700South,
SaltLake City, Utah84104.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
JohnL Englandat theaboveaddress,
telephonenumber(801)524—4430or
(FTS)588—4430.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Ryd~ergandCantonwerethe first to
collectthis milk-vetchduring 1905in the
TusharMountainswest ofMaryavale,
PiuteCounty,Utah.Theircollection
remainedobscureuntil 1984when
RupertBarnebyusedthis collectionas
thetypespecimenin describing

Astragalusperianusasa newspecies
(Barneby1964). -

Numerousattemptsweremadeto
relocatethis speciesin theTushar
Mountainsandin 1976,specimenswere
collectedandpositively identifiedas
Astragalusperianus.Prior to this
collectionthespecieswasthoughtto be
extinctat the type locality. In June1975,
WelshandMurdockdiscoveredthe
speciesat the topof Mt. Dutton on the
SevierPlateau,GarfieldCounty,Utah.
The specieswasfederallylistedas
threatenedin 1978by theService(43 FR
17914).

In 1981 RupertBarnebyreevaluated
thespecimensofA. perianusandA.
serpens,a speciesit closelyresembles,
at BrighamYoungUniversityand
identifiedaseriesof collections
previouslyidentifiedasA. serpensto be
A.per]anus.Thesecollections,madein
Kane, Iron, andPiute Countiesfrom1967
to 1977,greatlyexpandedthe known
distributionofA. per]anus.

In 1982 theU.S. ForestService
developedamanagementplanfor the
Rydbergmilk-vetch (U.S. ForestService
1982).In August1983 this planwas
approvedandimplemented.As a
consequenceofthis managementplan,
inventorieswereintensifiedand
monitoring studieswereestablishedto
determineuse,conditionandtrendsfor
thespeciesandits habitat.From1984
through1987 themajority ofpotential
habitatwasinventoried.Twelvemajor
populationcenterswerelocatedand
mapped.Thesepopulationscoverover
2,000acresin sixcountieson six major
physiographicareasin southcentral
Utah: the TusharMountains,Sevier
Plateau,MarkaguntPlateau,FishLake
Plateau.Mount Dutton, andThousand
LakeMountain(Atwood1987).

Themajorityof habitatoccurson
Federallandsadministeredby theDixie
andFishLakeNationalForests.The
remaininghabitatoccursonprivate
lands.Conservativeestimatesfor the13
currentlyknownpopulationsindicate
populationnumbersat well over300,000
individuals (J.L England,U.S.Fishand
Wildlife Service,pers.obs.,1988).All
ageclassesarerepresentedin the 13
populations.All populationsarehealthy
with mosthaving adequateprotection
frompotentialthreats.TheService
proposeddelistingAstragalusperianus
(53 FR 39628)on October11, 1988,based
on theabovediscussedchangesin the
knowledgeof the statusof thespecies.
Summaryof Commentsand
Recommendations

In the October11, 1988, proposedrule
andassociatednotifications,all
interestedpartieswererequestedto
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submitfactualreportsor information
that might contribute to the development
of a final rule. AppropriateState
agencies,countygovernments,Federal
agencies,scientific organizations,and
other interestedpartieswere contacted
andrequestedto comment.Newspaper
noticeswerepublishedin theDeseret
NewsandTheSalt LakeTribune(both
newspapershavegeneralcirculation
throughoutUtah,includingthecounties
whichhavepopulationsof A.perianus)
onNovember11,1988,which invited
generalpublic comment.Six comments
werereceivedandarediscussedbelow.

Fourcomments—twofrom university
Lotanists,one fromthe U.S.Forest
Serviceandonefrom theUtahNatural
HeritageProgram—supportedthe
Service’sproposalto delistA.perianus
as a threatenedspecies.Two
comments—onefrom the Stateof Utah
andonefrom aninternational
conservationorganization—
acknowledgedthe Service’sproposed
action,but tookno positiononthe
çroposal.

Summaryof FactorsAffectingthe
Species

Allen a thoroughreviewand
considerationof all information
available,theServicehasdetermined
thatAstragalusper]anusshouldbe
removedfrom theList of Endangered
andThreatenedPlantsfoundat 50CFR
17.12.Proceduresfoundat section4(a)(1)
of theEndangeredSpeciesAct (16
U.S.C.1531 etseq.)andregulations(50
CFR 424)promulgatedto implement the
listing provisions of theAct were
followed. 50 CFR 424.11requires that
certain factors be consideredbefore a
speciescanbe listed, reclassified, or
delisted.Thesefactorsand their
application to Asfrt7galusperinnus
Barneby(Rydberg milk-vetch) are as
follows:

A. Thepresentor threatened
destruction,modification,or curtailment
of itshabitator range.Mining androad
constructionremainaslocalizedthreats
to smallportionsof thespecies’overall
population,butbecauseof the increase
in numbersandrangeof known
populations,they no longerconstitutea
significantthreattoA.perianus.

B. Overutilizationfor commercial,
recreational,scientific,oreducational
purposes.A. pe;ianusis not collectedfor
commercialpurposesandtheother
factorshave not and arenot expectedto
impact the species’viability.

C.Diseaseorpredation.All
populations arehealthyandviablewith
little or no diseaseorpredation.The
numbersof wildlife andlivestockhave
decreasedsince1950with subsequent
improvementin theoverallvegetative

condition of thespecies’habitat.No
evidenceof livestockor wildlife usewas
observedoverthe last9 yearsof study.

The recentintroductionof mountain
goats(Oreamnosamericanus)into the
TusharMountainsmayposealatent
threat to thatpupulatkm.The Service,
however,concurred with a “no effect”
conclusionin the biological assessment
theForestServicepreparedfor the
introductionof mountaingoatsin 1985.
Thisconcurrencewas basedin large
parton theForestService’s
determination that thetransplantedherd
would not intrudeinto occupiedhabitat
ofA.periarnis.hi anyevent,evena
significant impact on that one
population would not affect theoverall
statusof the species.

D. Theinadequacyofexisting
regulatorymechanisms.No regulatory
mechanismwould existto protectA.
perianusfollowing delisting.However,
theU.S.ForestServiceManual(section
2670)administrativelyrequires
protectionandmaintenanceof viable
populationsof rarespecieswhich may
besensitiveto environmental
degradation.Sincethemajorityof
habitatfor theRyflbergmilk-vetch
occursonFederallandsadministeredby
theForestService,this administrative
mechanismhasgreatpotentialfor
protectingthespecies.

E. Othernaturalormaxznradefactors
affectingits continuedexistence.No
other naturalor manmadefactors
affectingA. perianusareknown.

The Servicehascarefully assessedthe
bestscientific andcommercial
informationavailableregardingthepast,
present,andfuturethreatsfacedby this
speciesin determiningto make this rule
final. Based~ this evaluation,the
preferredactionis toremoveAstrogaius
per]anusfrom theList of Endangered
and ThreatenedPlantsin 50 CFR 17.12
andremovethe speciesfrom the
protectionof theEndangeredSpecies
Act of 1973, asamended.

Theregulationsat 50 CFR 424.11(d)
statethataspeciesmayhedelistedif:
(1) It becomesextinct,(2) it recovers,or
(3) theoriginal classificationdatawere
in error.Sufficientnewinformation
existsto showtheoriginal classification
as threatenedwasin errorandthe
additionalpopulationsdiscovered
throughrecoveryeffortsdemonstratea
lackof significantthreatto theRydberg
milk-vetch.

Effects of Rule
Thisactionwill resultin the removal

of Astrrzgalusperianusfrom theList of
EndangeredandThreatenedPlants(50
CFR17.12)andfrom theprotectionof
theEndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973, as
amended.Federalagenciesareno

longerrequiredto consultwith the
Secretaryto insure that anyactioff
authorized,funded,or carriedoutby
suchagencyis not likely to jeopardize
thecontinuedexistenceof theRydberg
milk-vetch.There is no designated
critical habitat for this species.Federal
regulationsand statuteson taking this
speciesno longer apply. The Service
will monitor populations of A. perianus
for five yearsas required by the 1988
amendmentsto theEndangeredSpecies
Act. The Forest Servicehas statedthat
they will maintain the specieson their
sensitivespecieslist and provide
protection under the Forest Service
administrativemanual requirements to
ensurethe continuedviability ofthe
species.

NationalEnvironmentalPolicyAct

TheFishandWildlife Servicehas
determinedthat an Environmental
Assessment,asdefinedunderthe
authorityof theNationalEnvironmental
Policy Actof 1969. neednotbeprepared
in connectionwithregulationsadopted
pursuantto section4(a) of the
EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973, as
amended.A noticeoutlining the
Service’sreasonsfor this determination
waspublishedin theFederalRegisteron
October25, 1983 (48FR49244).
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Author
Theauthorof this final rule isJohnL.

England,BotanistU.S.FishandWildlife
Service(seeADDRESSES sectionabove).
Dr. DuaneAtwood,RegionalBotanist,
USDA ForestService,Intermountain
Region,Ogden,Utah84401(801)625—
5599orFTS588-5599provided
substantialinformation.

List of Subjectsin 50 CFR Part17

Endangeredandthreatenedwildlife,
Fish,Marinemammals,Plants
(agriculture).

RegulationPromulgation

PART 17—[AMENDEDJ

Accordingly,part17, subchapterB of
chapterI, title 50of theCodeof Federal
Regulations,is amendedassetforth
below:
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1. The authoritycitation for part17
continuesto readas follows:

Authority: Pub.L. 93—205. 87 Stat.884; Pub.
L. 94—359,90 Stat.911;Pub.L. 95—632, 92 Stat.
3751; Pub.L 96—159. 93 Stat.12.25; Pub.L. 97—
304. 96 Stat.1411; Pub. L. 100—478,102Stat.
2306; Pub.L 100-653,102 Stat.3825 (16 U.S.C.
1531 etseq.);Pub.L. 99—625. 100 Stat.300,
unlessotherwisenoted.

§ 17.12 [Amended]
2. Amend § 17.12(h)by removingthe

entryAstragalusperianus(Rydberg
milk vetch)underFabaceaefrom the
List of EndangeredandThreatened
Plants.

Dated:August 21, 1989.
RichardN. Smith,
ActingDirector. FishandWildlifeService.
[FR Doc. 89—21634Filed9-13—89;845am]
BIWNG CODE 4310-55-U

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 676

[DocketNo. 90894—91941

King Crab Fishery of the Bering Sea
and Aleutian Islands Area

AGENCY: NationalMarineFisheries
Service(NMFS), NOAA, Commerce.
ACTION: Final rule; technical
amendment.

SUMMARY: NOAA issuesthis final rule
implementingatechnicalamendmentto
remove,in its entirety, thefinal rulefor
the King CrabFisheryof theBeringSea
andAleutianIslandsArea.This action
is beingtakenfor thefollowing reasons:
(1) Therulewasneverfully
implemented and never took effect
becausethe delegationof authority was
not acceptedby the Governorof the
Stateof Alaska,and(2) therecent
approvalof theFisheryManagement
Planfor theKing andTannerCrab

Fisheriesof theBeringSeaandAleutian
IslandsArea, publishedJuly 11, 1989 (54
FR 29080),supersededtheauthority
underwhichthe rulewasoriginally
promulgated.
EFFECTIVE DATE: September14, 1989.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
RaymondE.Baglin, Jr.,FisheryBiologist,
AlaskaRegion,907—586—7230.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The final
rule, which setforth measuresfor
managingthecommercialking crab
fisheryin theBeringSeaand Aleutian
IslandsArea, waspublishedNovember
14, 1984 (49FR44998).In adoptingthe
rule, theNorthPacificFishery
ManagementCouncil intendedthat,to
theextentpracticable,theStateof
Alaskashould continueto play a
leadingrole in themanagementof this
king crabfishery.The final rule
delegatedmanagementauthority for the
fisheryto theState,andspecifiedthe
proceduresby which existingandfuture
Statemanagementmeasureswereto be
evaluatedfor consistencywith the
standardsandcriteria of theoriginal
FisheryManagementPlanfor theKing
CrabFishery of theBeringSeaand
AleutianIslandsarea(old crabFMP).
The purposeandscopesectionof the
rulecontainedaprovisionat § 676.1(c)
thatPart676would takeeffectupon
receiptby theSecretaryof Commerce
(Secretary)of astatementsignedby the
Governorof theStateof Alaska
acceptingtheprovisionsof this parton
behalfof theState.In 1986,the
Governorrejectedtheruleastoo
restrictiveon traditionalmethodologyof
Alaskanking crabmanagement,
especiallyinseasonmanagement
actions,therebydecliningthe offer to
delegateto theStateof Alaskafederal
managementauthorityto implementthe
rule.

On June2. 1989, the Secretary
approvedtheFisheryManagementPlan
for the CommercialKing andTanner
CrabFisheriesof theBeringSeaand
Aleutian Islands (new crab FMP), and

issueda noticeof approvalthatwas
publishedJuly 11. 1989 (54 FR 29080).
This approvalsupersededthe old crab
FMP and,therefore,theold crabFMP is
beingwithdrawn:likewise, sincePart
676waspromulgatedunderthe old crab
FMP, the authorityfor this ruleno longer
exists.

Therefore,NOAA issuesthis technical
amendmentto removePart676andto
withdrawtheold crabFMP. Theold
crabFMP andPart676 werenever
operational,neverhadanylegaleffect,
andnow havebeensuperseded.

Classification
The AssistantAdministratorfor

Fisheries,NOAA (Assistant
Administrator)finds for good causethat
becausethis rulewill haveno
substantiveeffect,it is unnecessaryto
providenoticeor to s’ekprior public
commentunder5 U.S.C. 553 (b) and(c);
likewise, andfor thesamereasonthe
AssistantAdministratorfinds good
causefor not delayingthe effectivedate
of this ruleunder5 U.S.C.553(d).As no
noticeof proposedrulemakingis
required,this ruleis exemptfrom the
provisionsof theRegulatoryFlexibility
Act (5U.S.C.603).

This rulehasno substantiveeffect
andthereforeis not amajorrule under
ExecutiveOrder12291.

Authority 16U.S.C.1801 etseq.
Dated:September6, 1989.

JamesE. Douglas,Jr.,
DeputyAssistantAdministratorfor Fisheries,
NationalMarineFisheriesService.

List of Subjectsin 50 CFR Part 676
Administrativepracticeand

procedure,Fisheries,Fishing,Reporting
andrecordkeepingrequirements.

PART 676.—[REMOVED]

For thereasonssetforth in the
preamble,50 CFRPart676 is removed.
[FR Doc.89—21418Filed 9—13—89;8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-U
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